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Reviews of Fall 2009 Semester

The general review of the Spanish and International Studies program and English and International Studies Program is good.  Generally, students continue to be appreciative of the particular blend between cultural, language and political studies offered in the educations, and find the specific courses to be satisfying.  For the first time, in addition to course teaching, project supervision was also evaluated.  Unfortunately, there came few responses.  However, those that were returned reflected general tendencies concerning project supervision:  students appreciated the close contact with faculty members and the mentoring process.  However, it is also clear that supervisors who felt themselves pressed for time were not able to provide optimal supervision.  The Board of Studies looks forward to addressing this issue with the relevant departments and faculties.
Areas of strength within the two programs very much include the flexibility of students to explore wide ranges of topics within international culture and politics, and to sharpen language competences.  Occasionally, students expressed concern over repetition among courses due to their interdisciplinary character.  Students also expressed concern over the use of electronically-based reading material.  It appears a clear preference on the part of students that all reading material be delivered in printed form.  Finally, it should be noted that while students appreciate philosophically and theoretically-minded teaching, especially in relation to contemporary issues such as human rights, conjoining this variety of teaching with the analysis of concrete examples was felt by students to sharpen their academic focus.
Head of Studies Review, Languages and International Studies (SIS) Programs
Ben Dorfman, Head of Studies, Languages and International Studies
Coordinator Review, Spanish and International Studies
1. semester
Fagene ”Mundtlig sprogfærdighed”, ”Skriftlig sprogfærdighed”, ”Spansk og Latinamerikans historie og samfund”, ”Historie og samfundsteori” og ”Modern world” udgør 1. semesters kurser. Generelt for alle kurserne er, at der har været en god tilfredshed blandt de studerende. Derudover er der kommentarer af forskellig arg. Nogle efterlyser flere timer i fagene ”Mundtlig sprogfærdighed” (især) og ”Skriftlig sprogfærdighed”. Der er enkelte kritiske kommentarer til aspekter ved kurserne. I relation til et kursus kritiserer nogle studerende den anvendte litteratur, mens der er nogle, der synes, at der var for meget at læse til et andet fag. Herudover nævner flere ønske om mere anvendelse af gruppearbejde i forbindelse med de forskellige kurser.

Sammenfattende har tilfredsheden med undervisningen været det gennemgående, mens altså enkelte kritikpunkter og anmodning om flere kursusgange er blevet taget op i forhold til to fag. SIS-spansk foreslår på denne baggrund flere timer i faget ”Mundtlig sprogfærdighed” fremover på 1. semester og 2. semester og også gerne på 3. semester, da det især i forhold til dette fag er et gennemgående tema, som vi også har fået kommentarer til ved tidligere lejligheder.

3. semester
Fagene ”Latinamerika og USA”, ”Diskurs og kultur”, ”Grammatik og sprogbeskrivelse”, ”Kulturanalyse”, ”Mundtlig sprogfærdighed” og ”Oversættelse og version” udgør 3. semesters kurser. På 3. semester har der været gennemgående tilfredshed med alle kurser. Udover dette er der nogle forslag til forbedringer, mens nogle mener, at der var for meget læsning til et fag, mens teksterne var for svære ved et andet fag.

     5. semester
Ingen evalueringer afleveret.

Steen Fryba Christensen, SIS Spanish Coordinator

Coordinator Review, English and International Studies
Reviews of individual courses, SIS English

1st semester(Data not available on <all courses:)

Students in the 1st semester almost unanimously report that they have gained a lot from the course in Academic Writing. The course has helped them get more insight into their own writing process and a more critical perspective on their own texts. Students see the course as a foundation to all other courses in the sense that the ability to write an academically well-functioning English is a basic requirement in paper and report writing.  Students appreciate the practical orientation of the course and the opportunity to work in groups. The 1st semester students also report that they have profited much from the course in Discourse and Society and that they see the course as highly relevant in relation to other courses and to the SIS education in general. For the 1st semester in general, it seems to be the case that students are more appreciative of teaching forms which on the one hand allow them to participate directly in the teaching/learning activity and on the other hand to some degree resemble teaching and learning  forms which they know from high school (class discussions, group work, feedback on own assignments etc.) Students find it more difficult to  benefit from classes organized as traditional university lectures, both in team taught and individually taught courses. In relation to such courses (MW, SHT, IiG), some students report that they found the academic level too high.  Also, several students mention difficulties regarding downloading teaching material from the website which often prevented the students from preparing themselves as thoroughly as they would have liked. However, other students find these courses very useful and relevant in relation to project work. 

3rd semester (Data not available on all courses)

Generally, it seems to be very important to students’ learning gains in the different courses that the course material is accessible, both in a concrete, practical way and in terms of relevance and appropriateness for the level of the course. Even in a course, highly appreciated by the students, Issue, Discourse and Medium, the problems regarding the access to an e-book are mentioned as an obstacle to benefiting fully from the course. Also in the course Cultural Analysis and Concepts of Culture (CACC) did the students experience difficulties when trying to access the  course material on the web. In the Comparative Politics (CP) course, the course teacher chose to use a textbook which was appreciated by the students. It seems to be the case that it is still too risky for the teachers to rely on literature on the SIS website (Kursusdatabase) and electronic books. Another important factor for students when assessing the value of individual courses seems to be the relevance of the course seen in relation to the semester and to the education as such.  Thus, the CP course is deemed relevant to the SIS education as such but students miss the opportunity to connect the course content to the overall framework of 3rd semester with its focus on discourse and discourse analysis. The CACC course can more easily be connected to previous teaching and learning, however, some students mention that the course could have been better structured in itself (the last classes on the culture concept should have been taught before the more practice-oriented classes).

5th semester (Data not available on all courses:)

In the 5th semester, the students seem to benefit a lot from project courses. The courses  International Politics and Human Rights in combination are viewed as a relevant point of departure for project work. The Human Rights course is in itself praised for inspiring both lively class discussions and personal reflections on the subjects taught. The SIS education is, however, reminded that we should be aware of the borderline between the 3rd semester course in Comparative Politics and the 5th semester course in International Politics as some students experience an overlap, others, however, see the two courses as well connected and the 5th semester course as adding precisely the global/international dimension to existing political knowledge. Judged from the relatively few evaluation forms returned regarding the electives offered, the students generally seem to have benefitted from them – especially, however, from the electives which were already taught in the SIS education before the restructuring of the program (Intercultural Market Communication and EU). 

Review of project supervision 1st and 3rd semester

Generally, students have been very satisfied with the support they have received from their supervisors. Supervisors have helped students get their projects more focused and students also report to have benefited much from supervision in relation to theory and methods sections of their projects. 1st semester students experienced that it is important to get in contact with the supervisor earlier than they did. Also, in the 1st semester, it is important that we (as education) communicate the academic requirements to the project work more clearly to students and supervisors. 
Kirsten Jæger, SIS English Coordinator
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